
Narrative elements Creation (P) Flood 
Primeval chaotic 
waters 

(ESV) Gen 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

(ESV) Gen 7:17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and 
bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased 
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters 
prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven 
were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen 
cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all 
swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry 
land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing 
that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of 
the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who 
were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days. 

Separation of upper 
and lower waters 

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst 
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the 
waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 
were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called 
the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 

8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 
2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from 
the heavens was restrained; 

Separation of lower 
waters, emergence of 
dry ground 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,  
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. 

8:3 and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the waters 
had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark 
came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to abate until the 
tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains 
were seen. 

Sprouting of 
vegetation 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is 
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it 
was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day. 

8:11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a 
freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 

Population of the 
upper and lower 
waters (sky and sea) 

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms 
of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 
the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great 
sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 

8:6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 
7 and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the 
earth. 8 Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the 
face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to 
him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his 
hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven 
days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came back to him 
in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah 
knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven 
days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore. 

Population of the dry 
ground 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And 
it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth 

8:15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is 
with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 



according to their kinds and the livestock according to their 
kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God 
said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”  

18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 19 Every 
beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went 
out by families from the ark. 

YHWH celebrates 
rest (nuach) 

2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished 
his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 
from all his work that he had done in creation. 

8:20 Then Noah (Nuach) built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean 
animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And 
when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never 
again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his 
youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 
22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease.” 

Reproductive and 
cultural mandate 

1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 

9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the 
earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground 
and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 
9:7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, teem on the earth and multiply in it.” 

Provision of food 1:29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 
heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 

9:3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green 
plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 

Celebration of man as 
image of God 

1:27 So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

9:5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it 
and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 
6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
by man shall his blood be shed, 
for God made man in his own image. 

 


