
 

Dear Friends and Family, 

Labas! We are excited to share what God has been doing this month. 

TEACHING AND MINISTRY 

Benj is enjoying his role as a full-time faculty member. He enjoys the preparation for classes, the discussions with 

students, and the time with colleagues, and (even) the committee meetings. The most rewarding experiences are the 

“aha!” moments when students grasp a biblical fact or a truth for the first time. Last week, he overheard a student whisper 

to his neighbor: “This stuff is so cool!” 

It’s hard to believe the semester is halfway through! In the first few weeks of school we enjoyed having many of his 

students over in our home for hot chocolate. The students in his upper-level Bible classes are mostly Christians, and many 

are study-abroad students from a variety of universities in Europe and North America. Daniel required them all to play 

UNO, which seems to be a universal game. 

Both of us have participated in panel discussions for a very different sort of course: the introductory Bible class that is part 

of the core curriculum. Most of these second-year students do not have a Christian background, and many have never read 

the Bible before taking this course. In the panel discussions, students may ask any questions they want about the biblical 

texts, such as: “What is the meaning of life?” “Why should I even study the Bible if it’s just a required course?” “Adam 

and Eve had such a close relationship with God. What keeps us from that and can we do anything about it?” These 

questions present prime opportunities for evangelism and spiritual growth. 

Benj has been asked to preach on November 9 at a small evangelical 

church in Kaunas, which is about two hours east of Klaipėda. 

Evangelicals are only about 1% of the population in Lithuania, and 

many of the evangelical churches are very small—ten to thirty 

people. 

Please pray for Benj to keep up with his work and continue to 

engage the students. Pray for his students as they return to their 

home countries eager to serve the Lord. Pray for the students in the 

introductory Bible class as most of them read the Bible for the first 

time and wrestle with questions about faith. Pray for the Christian 

churches of Lithuania. 

HEALTH 

Many of you prayed for us earlier this month when Elizabeth hit her 

head and had to go to the hospital. We are thankful that she was 

back to normal the next day, and that we had good medical care and 

wonderful students who served as translators. These past two weeks, 

Corrie has been fighting a nasty cough that has been diagnosed as 

pneumonia. But she now has an antibiotic and seems to be 

improving. Again, we are thankful for adequate medical care, help 
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“O magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His Name together.” (Ps. 34:3) 

 



with translating, and also many new friends who have brought meals, helped with our kids, done our laundry, etc. It is 

difficult to be vulnerable in this way, but nothing helps you get to know people better than having a need! The kids have 

enjoyed many hot chocolate outings with Daddy while Mommy rests. 

We praise God that we are part of a caring community! Please pray for complete recovery for Corrie, and for good health 

for all of us, particularly as the weather turns colder and the days become shorter. 

SETTLING IN 

We continue to explore the area and to learn more each day. 

Daniel is determined to ride on a bus of each number! He was 

delighted to discover the recycle truck at work, and we have 

located the train and bus stations. We have learned how to use the 

post office, visit the children’s library, fill a prescription, get a 

haircut, and make soup and brownies from scratch. We celebrate 

small victories and try to be patient with the process of feeling at 

home in a new place. We have put off a decision on preschool for 

now, but in the meantime, Daniel is learning to read, finding a few 

kids to play with, and remaining his happy, enthusiastic self. 

We have been attending Miesto Bažnyčia, City Church, which 

conducts its services in Lithuanian but offers translation into 

English through headsets. We praise God that Daniel has been 

willing to attend Sunday school on his own for the full service and 

enjoys it. Benj and Corrie appreciate church, but are still working 

to feel comfortable due to the cultural and language differences. 

Pray for that we would continue to adjust to life in Klaipėda and to 

build meaningful relationships here. 

SUPPORT 

We praise God that our first year is fully funded, and we have a significant head-start on next year. Thank you as always 

for your generous care for us. We are reaching the time of year when many churches are making their budgets for 2015. If 

you think that your church might be interested in having us visit during our visit to North America this summer, please 

put us in touch with your missions committee. We would love to visit and tell stories of how God is using LCC in this 

part of the world. 

Pray that God would continue to meet all our financial needs. 

______________ 

Thank you all for your prayers and support. Stay tuned for further updates; be sure to follow us on the web and join (and 

share) our Facebook group. To receive monthly updates about happenings at LCC, you may wish to sign up for the 

university’s newsletter, Transformations. 

In Christ, 

Benj and Corrie Giffone (for Daniel and Elizabeth) 

 

http://thinkhardthinkwell.wordpress.com/lithuania/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GiffonesInLithuania/
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter

