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Dear Friends and Family, 

Labas! We are excited to share what God has been doing this month. 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 I (Benj) enjoy teaching very much. Just as rewarding are the conversations with 

students outside class. Last week I had two noteworthy conversations with 

students in one of the commons. During an icebreaker at a Christian event, 

Bogdan, one of my Moldovan students, was asked to share a recent encounter 

with God. He stated that studying the Old Testament gave him a renewed sense 

of God’s presence: “I worship the same God who did all these miracles 

thousands of years ago.” A Russian student, Emil, is in a very different place 

spiritually. He is part of LCC’s pre-university intensive English program, but 

struggles to do his homework because he likes to party (to “chill,” as he says!). 

He says that he prays, but God doesn’t always give him what he wants: girls, 

money, grades. We talked about why we struggle to do the things we know we should do, and why God doesn’t 

always give us what we ask for. I hope it will be the first of many conversations with Emil, and that God will 

continue to use Christians in his life to draw him closer to Christ. 

 On November 9, we visited Kauno Laisvųjų Krikščionių Bažnyčia (Kaunas Free Christian Church), and Benj 

preached from Romans 15 through an interpreter. It was certainly a humbling experience. It is always the case that 

a preacher and congregation are dependent on the Holy Spirit to speak, hear, and understand the Word of God, but 

the preacher becomes acutely aware of his dependence when preaching through an interpreter! The church took an 

offering that Sunday to aid churches in Eastern Ukraine. We enjoyed an extended fellowship time after the 

service, and we hope to have another opportunity to visit again soon. 

 Every year, LCC has a Christmas program for the community, and Corrie will be directing the student choir as 

well as the handbell choir.  

 Corrie, Daniel and Elizabeth visited a preschool last week. Corrie may have the opportunity to teach there in 

English a couple of days per week, and our children will play and learn for free in exchange. This is a great 

opportunity to get to know other people in the community, and for Daniel and Elizabeth to play with other kids 

and learn Lithuanian. 

Pray that the church in Lithuania would grow mature leaders to make more disciples of Christ. Pray for the students as 

they finish papers and exams in early December. Pray for continued spiritual growth of students like Bogdan, and for 

students like Emil who need to know the saving grace of God in Christ. 

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

The longer we are here at LCC, the more we realize just how many interesting things are happening at the university and 

in the community. If we tried to tell you about everything, these updates would be fifteen pages long! But here are a few 

highlights: 

The Giffones 

“O magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His Name together.” (Ps. 34:3) 

 

Kauno Pilis (Kaunas Castle) 
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 Whenever one of our students’ home countries has an “independence day” celebration, the university flies the flag 

of that country, and students host a celebratory gathering with national food and dress. Some countries have 

multiple independence days, so we could celebrate all year long if we wanted! November 28 is Albanian 

Independence Day. 

 The political instability in this region is felt at our university, but it provides an opportunity for the conciliatory 

message of the gospel to shine. LCC recently received some negative attention on a local Lithuanian news 

website, due to a Russian flag that has been displayed outside a student’s window for several weeks now. As you 

might imagine, this innocent patriotic display was interpreted by some in the Klaipėda community as a sign of 

Russian aggression. A group of Russian and Ukrainian students petitioned the university administration to 

respond publicly to clarify the intentions of the Russian students, the importance of free expression (as guaranteed 

in the Lithuanian constitution, cited by a Ukrainian student), and the diverse and collegial nature of our 

community. Our university president responded on the website and in an interview for the local 

TV newscast. The next morning, as I (Benj) walked to my office, I saw dorm windows 

displaying dozens of flags of many of our students’ home countries, including one dorm window 

with both Russian and Ukrainian flags with a large heart drawn between them. 

 The economic sanctions imposed on Russia by the West have hurt the weakest in the Russian economy and 

diminished the value of Russian currency. One LCC student family is a pastor and his wife who were forced to 

flee their Central Asian home to avoid imprisonment for preaching the gospel; their accounts are denominated in 

rubles, and their savings have lost 20% of its value since this summer. Ukrainian students have seen the value of 

their money plummet, leaving them unable to pay their tuition. 

 We have made progress toward Daniel’s dream of riding on every bus line! He continues to do well learning 

Lithuanian. The other night, we heard him mumble in his sleep, “Prašom duoti vandens!” (“Please give me some 

water!”). 

Please pray for continued unity among the students, staff and faculty, and for the 

university’s gospel witness to the students and the Klaipėda community. Pray for peace 

in Ukraine and throughout this region. Pray for our continued adjustment to life in 

Lithuania. 

HEALTH 

Thank you for your prayers during Corrie’s bout with pneumonia last month; she is fully 

recovered now. We are grateful for the medical care she received, and for the university 

community that rallied around us while she was ill—interpreting for Corrie at the 

doctor’s office, bringing meals, doing laundry, watching the kids, picking up groceries. It 

is humbling but reassuring to be forced to rely on others and to see how God provides. It 

also gives us a new compassion for immigrants to any country who are alienated behind 

linguistic and cultural barriers. 

Please pray for good health for all of us, particularly as the weather turns colder and the days become shorter. 

SUPPORT 

We praise God that our first year is fully funded, and we have a significant head-start on next year. Thank you for your 

generous care for us. We are reaching out to churches in the USA and planning visits for the summer of 2015. If you 

think that your church might be interested in having us visit, please put us in touch with your pastor or missions 

committee. We would love to visit and tell stories of how God is using LCC in this part of the world.  

Pray that God would continue to meet all our financial needs. 

In the dungeon! 
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______________ 

Thank you all for your prayers and support. Stay tuned for further updates; be sure to follow us on the web and join (and 

share) our Facebook group. To receive monthly updates about happenings at LCC, you may wish to sign up for the 

university’s newsletter, Transformations. 

In Christ, 

Benj and Corrie Giffone (for Daniel and Elizabeth) 

 

http://thinkhardthinkwell.com/category/giffones-in-lithuania/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GiffonesInLithuania/
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter

