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Dear Friends and Family, 

Laba diena! We are excited to share what God has been doing here at LCC. February is the shortest month, but it certainly 

seemed like one of the busiest in a while—which is why this update is coming to you in early March! 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 I (Benj) continue to learn a great deal from my courses, and I enjoy many opportunities for apologetic discussions 

and discipleship. 

o The diversity of the student body creates learning situations that are unlike anything I’ve experienced 

before. One recent example will illustrate how ill-equipped I feel at times. Bilingualism is a huge political 

issue in Lithuania and other former Soviet countries. My Apocalyptic Literature class consists of a 

Latvian who worships at a Russian church here in Lithuania; two Ukrainians, one raised in a Russian-

speaking household and the other in a Ukrainian-speaking household; two Lithuanian-Americans for 

whom Lithuanian language is an important cultural heritage from their parents; two American study-

abroads; and one student raised in Andorra who speaks Spanish, Catalan and French, the child of an 

American and an Afrikaans-speaking South African! We recently discussed the significance of the book 

of Daniel being written half in Hebrew (the language of the Jewish people and the rest of their scriptures) 

and half in Aramaic (the language of the conquering empires). While I sat back and listened, the students 

spoke very openly and honestly about what language signifies to them, and how the book of Daniel 

teaches God’s people to relate to cultural, political and religious structures that are hostile to them and to 

God. Praise God for the unity and reconciliation found in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit. 

Pray for the witness of Christian students to their classmates. 

o Though some of my students in upper-level Bible classes are firmly committed to Christian faith, others 

are studying the Bible because they are unsure of the truth of Christianity. One of my students explained 

to me: “I am interested in understanding the historical aspects to the Bible and its stories. I suppose I am 

currently on a religious quest and am not entirely sure of what I believe about God. I took a comparative 

religions course last semester at [my home institution] and am now hoping to learn more about the origin 

and history of the religion I have grown up believing but am now skeptical about.” My temptation is to 

fall into “helicopter evangelist/apologist mode,” hovering around such students with every “right answer” 

from scripture. But then the Holy Spirit reminds me that if I truly believe in the power of the God who 

speaks through scripture and Christ who is revealed in it, I can let the Bible speak for itself, and teach 

with confidence. I find myself drawing on my studies of the book of Lamentations—which resists trite 

answers to the hard questions about God’s justice and goodness—and also quite pleased by the winsome, 

respectful responses of the other students to these sorts of questions. Pray for wisdom for me, and that 

God would speak clearly through His Word to those who are doubting. 

 I (Benj) am also busy on several faculty committees, working to advance the mission of the university and to keep 

pace with the requirements of accrediting bodies. It is sometimes difficult to see the value in taking time away 

from teaching the Word of God. But this is an important component of LCC’s recognition in the wider world, 

which allows it to have its impact in the lives of students and their families. If students cannot get recognized 

degrees from accredited programs, they will not (and probably should not!) come to LCC. Pray for the faculty 

and administration of LCC as they prepare the report for the next institutional accreditation cycle (due in June). 

Pray for the departments that are conducting self-study to retain accreditation for individual programs, including 

the theology department. 

 The theology department continues to work toward stronger relationships with churches here in Lithuania and 

abroad. Our department chairman is currently in “an undisclosed location,” attending a conference of church 

leaders from countries where Christians are persecuted. We are pursuing several plans (that we cannot discuss in 

detail for obvious reasons!) for training indigenous pastors and Christian leaders in the region. Please pray for 
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Christians who are persecuted, and for church leaders in Eastern Europe and beyond. Pray for wise direction 

from God for LCC leadership as they steward limited resources. 

 Corrie continues to direct the new student choir. We look forward to leading a service for Good Friday and 

performing for some other student events. Please pray for the relationships she is building with these students. 

 February was nearly as cold as January, but seemed much more cheerful because of clearer skies and more 

daylight hours. We enjoyed some cultural events: a fish festival in Palanga, a professional basketball game (in 

which the Klaipėda club defeated the league’s best team, from Kaunas!), a puppet show, and some all-Lithuanian 

church services. We continue to host and visit friends, and we enjoy hearing their stories. Corrie is thankful for a 

strong, developing community of friends here. God has provided friends with whom we feel comfortable and to 

whom we can turn for help and encouragement, and the kids are making friends as well. We just started meeting 

with a tutor to learn more Lithuanian. Daniel is learning to play the piano, much to his mother’s delight! He is 

gradually learning to be kind to his sister and to actually enjoy her as a playmate. Elizabeth keeps us laughing 

with her singing and dance moves. Please pray for continued guidance in finding our place here, and for a 

healthy balance of perseverance and patience with the process. 

 Thank you for your prayers for Joe Hesh, Corrie’s father. Joe remains tumor-free! He has started therapy for 

some mild brain damage caused by the radiation. Please pray that his brain function will be completely restored 

and that his energy will return. 

SUPPORT 

Thank you for your generous care for us. We are reaching out to churches in the USA and planning visits for the summer. 

If you think that your church might be interested in having us visit, please put us in touch with your pastor or missions 

committee. We would love to visit and tell stories of how God is using LCC in this part of the world. Pray that God 

would continue to meet all our financial needs. 

______________ 

Thank you all for your prayers and support. Stay tuned for further updates; be sure to follow us on the web and join (and 

share) our Facebook group. To receive monthly updates about happenings at LCC, you may wish to sign up for the 

university’s newsletter, Transformations. 

In Christ, 

Benj and Corrie Giffone (for Daniel and Elizabeth) 

 

  

http://thinkhardthinkwell.com/category/giffones-in-lithuania/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GiffonesInLithuania/
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
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