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Dear Friends and Family, 

Laba diena! We are excited to share what God has been doing here at LCC.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Early in March we took a short family vacation to Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, during a weekend festival for 

St. Casimir’s Day. We enjoyed an afternoon visit to an indoor water park, after which Daniel was heard to 

exclaim, “That was so much fun—I can’t wait until we come back next year!” We visited an English-speaking 

church, which was encouraging. We also took a funicular train to castle ruins at the top of a hill, and visited the 

Holocaust Museum. On our way home, we visited Trakai Castle, which is one of the iconic Lithuanian sights. We 

had a restful time with the kids, thanks to all the toys in the apartment that we rented. Benj was able to finish a 

couple of short writing projects and proposals during the break.  

 LCC held its annual academic conference during the last week in March. The theme was “Value-based 

education,” and our speakers came from Washington State, Chicago, and Copenhagen. Benj is on the conference 

committee so his week was quite busy, but successful and edifying. 

 On (Western) Good Friday, Corrie’s student choir sang several pieces and led corporate singing for a special 

chapel service. Benj accompanied two of the pieces on piano. The regular chapel services tend to have more of a 

contemporary style, so the choral pieces lent a solemnity to the Good Friday service, which was structured 

around the seven last words of Jesus. Pray for the students who attended, especially those who do not yet know 

Jesus as their crucified Savior. 

 One of the spiritual highlights for us was certainly the Passover Seder with about twenty students, faculty and 

staff. The first full day of Passover this year happened to fall on Saturday between Good Friday and Easter. 

Corrie did a tremendous job with the traditional foods, and many friends pitched in to make the meal a success. 

Benj spoke about the significance of Passover imagery in the Last Supper and throughout the New Testament, 

and we celebrated the festival with Messiah Jesus at the center. Only a handful of our guests had ever been to a 

Passover Seder, and it was especially rewarding to hear from the students from Benj’s Old Testament classes how 

much they learned. Daniel read the Four Questions himself in English (Dad sang them in Hebrew—Daniel will 

learn them for next year!), Bethany Shadd found the Afikomen, and Elizabeth and Andrew pleasantly cooed and 

munched matzot throughout. Elijah was nowhere to be found, however. We concluded by singing several 

Messianic worship songs. Pray for those who attended, that they would be true “Israelites according to faith,” 

shining God’s light to their families and friends. 

 I (Benj) continue to learn a lot about teaching—mostly that I have much still to learn! It is always interesting to 

see which subjects or Bible passages stand out to the students; there are class topics that I’m just certain will lead 

to excellent discussion—but the students are quiet. And of course, there are topics and passages that unexpectedly 

lead to some of the most profitable conversations. It is humbling but encouraging to see God’s sovereignty over 

the entire process, and how little is dependent on me. April is quite a busy month, as the focus shifts from 

classroom instruction to feedback on student papers and senior theses. Pray for the students as they move into the 

busiest time of the semester, that the pressures of school would drive them to rely on the Lord for strength, rather 

than to seek refuge in other places. Pray for strength and wisdom for Benj as he strives to be a diligent teacher. 

 The kids are growing and learning so many things. Elizabeth is very curious, loves to color with crayons, babbles 

pleasantly all day long, and is starting to learn how to form words. Daniel is very creative and has just started 

composing music on the keyboard. His most recent composition is entitled, “What Lamp Are We Going to 

Choose?” in C major. Pray that our children would continue to grow “in wisdom and in stature,” and that they 

would have peace and joy despite all the changes in their lives over the last year. 

  

The Giffones 

“O magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His Name together.” (Ps. 34:3) 
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SUPPORT 

Thank you for your generous care for us. As you read in our interim email update, we face a great deal of uncertainty 

about the period of July to December, as we take medical leave for the fall semester to help Corrie’s parents move out of 

their house and into a more manageable situation. We are very grateful that God has provided for us a place to stay for 

free near Corrie’s parents’ home! Our most pressing needs are fundraising, and a way to get medical insurance (perhaps 

through a temporary job). Pray also for Corrie’s parents—for physical health, and for a healthy life-transition that is 

honoring to the Lord. 

Despite this uncertainty about how God will provide, we feel very much at peace and confident that God will provide. 

That’s not to say that we have constantly felt that confidence over the last few weeks; it has certainly felt that since we 

have shared our situation with you all and you have flooded us with prayer, God’s peace has washed over us. Doubt on 

our part is our own fault, but your prayers are a manifestation of God’s grace—which is, thankfully, not dependent on our 

worthiness. 

If you think that your church might be interested in having us visit, please put us in touch with your pastor or missions 

committee. We would love to visit and tell stories of how God is using LCC in this part of the world. Pray that God 

would continue to meet all our financial needs, and that He would grant us peace. 

______________ 

Thank you all for your prayers and support. Stay tuned for further updates; be sure to follow us on the web and join (and 

share) our Facebook group. To receive monthly updates about happenings at LCC, you may wish to sign up for the 

university’s newsletter, Transformations. 

In Christ, 

Benj and Corrie Giffone (for Daniel and Elizabeth)

http://thinkhardthinkwell.com/category/giffones-in-lithuania/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GiffonesInLithuania/
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
http://www.lcc.lt/transformations-newsletter
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